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U.S. HAS SPIES T THE SXY STATE SOVIESS

| [Article by Haj Gen Avn B. Alekoondrov exd Col A. Yur'yev: "The Space Nebwork

of Espionsge”; (Based on Foreign Press Material); Moscow, SMENA, No 13, July
1970, pp 22~23] : : _

. "Suldenly I heard a aiﬂ.l explosion ard saw an orange glow, the plaene
heoled over and, 1% c¢ediiad - o me, the vfings end tall asseubly foll off..."
That is the way American pllot F. Powérs recalledl the last seconds of

his espiomge career. His high altitude '_U—2 reconnalassance plane crashed
on 1 May 1960 from sn sltitude of 20 kilme‘x;ers. o N -
Together with 1t also crashed the hbpes of the U.S. Central Intelliéeneea.
Agency for using eerial sples for reconnsissance of the Soviet Uziion and“
other countrles of the soclelist cozmwnity. The Soviet Armed Foréezs
reliably protected the route used by forelgn recommnissence edreralh '-
in the air space of the Land of the Soviets. And then those in 611:31**@@ of
U.8, intelligence fixed their eyes on cpace.. '
dfficially the }"en'i;agon naevey movilons their srace reconnaissance
rrogroem. The Western press, however, in co:men‘biﬁg on fhis aspect of
the U.S. Defense Departswent 's activities cites the following facts.
The U.S. began to launch reconnaissance artifiéial esrth patellites
in 1960, All launches wore made from the Vandenberg Hissile Range (Calif..) .
This range made it possible to launeh"ﬁatellites on & péiar or near polayr
orbit. From this orbit the satellites could cross the Soviet Union ond

countries of the Socislist commnity very frequently. Between 1961 end

1969 .the U.S. launched‘ nore than 250 reconnsissance satellites - more

-

than 30 a yea.i'.
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